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Situation report 26th Janu

Malaya

* The 8th Division AIF have inflicted heavy losses on the
Japanese but have been unable to stop their advance.
Two of the six infantry battalions have suffered very
severe losses in the fighting at Muar.

* Despite destruction of bridges and boats during the
withdrawal, the Japanese have been able to follow u,:)
quickIY not only with infantry but with tanks and artillery
as well and have been outflanking the allies by moving
troops by sea down the west coast.

* The defenders have withdrawn to Ayer Hitam.

* Reinforcements are coming in, but slowly and many are
not well trained.

* The airforce has started withdrawing to Sumatra.
NEI

* The Japanese are advancing to the south and west.
Balikpapan and Kendari have been taken and Ambon is
under threat.

e 1 Australian Corps is going to move to reinforce NEI.

General Wavell, appointed Supreme Commander of ABDA, is
trying to solve "the time problem between the rate of Japanese
advance and the arrival of reinforcements".
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Is alternately giving fire breathing instructions to hold
Singapore and musing about withdrawing to
concentrate on defending Burma.



Situation report 26th January 1942

New Guinea

e Rabaul and Kavieng have been invaded by the Japanese supported by aircraft
carriers. Defenders who have not surrendered are fugitives in the jungle.

* The government left civilians and defenders in the lurch without assistance or
guidance.

e Japanese aircraft are raiding further and further south.

An Anzac naval command is being created.
* US Navy carriers have been ordered to start attacking Japanese bases in the
Pacific.
Government

e Curtin is recuperating at home in Perth.
* Australia has not achieved any acceptable role in the direction of the war.



26" January - Malaya

* The 22nd Indian Brigade withdrew at
night (25th-26th) to Rengam and the
8th Brigade was withdrawn to Sungei
Sayong Halt.

15t Brigade succeeded, with the aid
of a bombardment by the river
gunboat Dragonfly, in withdrawing
during the niiht of 25th-26th January
from Batu Pahat. But at Senggarang
on the morning of the 26th the enemy
had occupied the bridﬁe and near-by
buildings. Under attack also from the
air, successive attempts to force a way
south failed.

* 53rd Brigade was again called upon to
conduct a relieving operation.

* Inthe afternoon (26%™) General Heath
issued a definite program for a
withdrawal to Singapore Island on the
night of 31st January-1st February.

* That night, (26%") the Japanese
captured Rengit.




261" January - Malaya

e Onthe 26%™ at 12.30 p.m. 53" Brigade sent a
column under Major Banham, of artillery,
armoured cars, carriers and a detachment of
infantry up the coast road towards
Senggarang.

* The column was in close formation when it ran

into a road-block a little north of Rengit, and was
almost wiped out.

* Only Banham's carrier broke through and
continued on its way.

« After negotiating a succession of Japanese road
blocks, it dramatically toppled over the last one
and reached Senggarang at 2 p.m. just as
Brigadier Challen was about to launch a full-scale
attempt to break through to the south.

* On Banham's report of the obstructions he
had encountered, Challen decided that it
would be useless to attempt to get his guns
and vehicles to Benut.

* He therefore ordered them destroyed, the
wounded to be left under the protection of
the Red Cross, and the remaining troops to
make their way across country past the
enemy.

Universal Carrier
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261" January - Air

* New Guinea
* Next day (26™) Wewak was raided.

* On the night of the 26th, 3 Catalinas returned to the attack on Rabaul. Higgins reported a possible hit on an aircraft carrier and
Duigan, who was over the target an hour later than the others, reported a ship blazing fiercely on the north-west side and another
burning near the centre of the harbour.

* NEI

* On the 26th a strong force of Zeros came marauding over Laha and Namlea. The warning was too short for the Hudson crews to
get their aircraft into the air and the result was costly—three destroyed on the ground at Laha and one at Namlea.

* Onthe 26th January Koepang was attacked by seven enemy fighter aircraft, they made a low-level attack on Penfui aerodrome.
Two local civilian aircraft were shot down, an American Kittyhawk was wrecked on the ground and the station hangar, operations
room and barracks were strafed. The raiders also intercepted an R.A.A.F. Dakota, which was returning to Penfui after having flown
a radio party to Surabaya, and shot it down over Sumba Strait. The crew of four, after 30 hours in the water during which they had
to beat off shark attacks, managed to reach Sumba Island, 25 miles away.

* About 3.30 p.m. on the 26th a Hudson crew sighted 22 ships—transports in convoy with a naval escort—in a position just north of
the equator and to the east of Menado, moving on a south-easterly course. It seemed certain that Ambon was to be invaded.

* ABDA Command signalled A.C.H. Darwin: "Can you make available Empire flying-boats to evacuate from Laha and or Namlea? If so
request you dispatch boats as soon as possible to these bases."

* While some Hudson crews shadowed the approaching force and reported its progress through the Molucca Sea, others prepared
their aircraft for the evacuation, stripping them of all unessential equipment.

* Ground crew laboured to repair one Hudson that had been damaged in landing and needed a new tail plane. They worked all night
with only a shaded torch for light but by dawn the aircraft was ready for take-off.

* Flight Sergeant McEgan, one of 23 men crammed into a Hudson piloted by Flight Lieutenant Cornfoot, described the flight to
Darwin:

* It took the whole length of the runway to get off. There was no flare path and only a pale moon to guide thetpilot. All passengers stood the
whole way, packed between the pilot and the second main spar of the aircraft. The flight took four and a half hours and we were so crushed
that we couldn't lift our arms.
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26" January - Air

* Malaya

* Next morning (26™) two Hudsons on reconnaissance up the
east coast found two cruisers, 12 destroyers, two 10,000-ton
transports and three barges about 10 miles from, and
steaming towards, Endau.

* They were unable to transmit the news, possibly due to enemy
radio jamming.

* Using cloud cover, the Hudsons evaded combat and returned to
report that the enemy was about to land at Endau.

* Only thirty-six aircraft were available as a striking force.

* |t was thought that the Japanese ships would be in shallow
water by the time they could be attacked so the Vildebeestes
were rearmed with bombs instead of torpedoes.

* The bomber group in Java was ordered to send all available
bombers to Endau, and

* ABDA Command was asked for American bombers to help out.

* The first wave of the local force (9 Hudsons and 12
Vildebeestes) took off in the early afternoon, escorted by 23
fighters. They encountered opposition from at least 50
fighters in the target area, about 3 p.m., but the attackers
were able to use cloud cover to approach the target. Direct
hits were made on two transports and a cruiser, and bombs
were dropped among troops in barges and on the beaches,
for a loss of 5 Vildebeestes.

* About 5 p.m., when the second attack was made, by 9
Vildebeestes and 3 Albacores, with 12 fighters, the clouds
had disappeared. Even so, one pilot put a stick of bombs
accurately across one of the transports which later was
reported to be listing. 5 more Vildebeestes, 2 Albacores and a
fighter were lost.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien

Vickers Vildebeest Mark Il torpedo bombers

Five Hudsons from No. 62 squadron based in Sumatra also
bombed troops and landing-craft in the Sungei Endau during the
evening escorted by four Buffaloes and eight Hurricanes. On
returning to Tengah at dusk two of the Hudsons crashed.

From all three attacks the attacking bombers and their fighter
escorts claimed 13 enemy aircraft destroyed and 5 probably
destroyed.



26" January — Endau Convoy
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27" January

e Government

e On the 27th Curtin again apf)roached both Churchill and
Roosevelt pressing for the allotment of additional aircraft to
Australia. ( Curtin was actually still in WA)

* Strategy

* On the 27th January Lavarack met Wavell, who told him of his
general plans: to hold Burma, south Sumatra, Java, Timor and
Darwin, with an advanced position in Malaya.

* Wavell said that Lavarack's role would be to hold south
Sumatra with one division and central Java with another,
Dutch troops being deployed in between in western Java.

* Lavarack, objected to the division of the Corps, but Wavell
insisted that it was necessary, and at length the proposal was
submitted to and approved by the Australian Government.

* Lavarack and his staff then reconnoitred south Sumatra and
central Java and prepared appreciations of the situation the
Corps faced in both areas.

General Sir John Lavarack
Commander 1 Australia Corps
The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 10



27" January - Sea

e Pacific

* Japanese submarines had adopted the
routine of shelling Midway Island, under
cover of darkness, on their outward and
homeward passages. On 27" January US
Submarine Gudgeon caught one and sank it.

e US Submarine Dolphin made a
reconnaissance of the Marshall Islands, to
suE)port the carrier strike, and reported on
27% January that the entire group was very
lightly defended, and that the greatest
concentration of planes and shipping was at
Kwajalein Atoll.

* Nimitz then modified Halsey’s mission. He
wanted the attacks “driven home” with
repeated air strikes and ship bombardments.

* Indian Ocean

* On 27th and 28th January, from a position
south of Java, Indomitable flew off some of
the Hurricanes.

USS Dolphin, SS-169, underway on the surface

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 11



27" January

HMAS Vampire
1,200 tons, 4 * 4-inch guns, 34 knots,
120 crew, launched 1916.
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Malaya

The destroyers H.M.A.S. Vampire and H.M.S. Thanet were ordered to
attack the Japanese concentration at Endau, and left Singapore at 4.30
p.m. on the 26th. They steamed northwards, adjusting speed to arrive
off Endau after moonset;

shortly before 2 a.m. on the 27th Moran, Vampire's commandin
officer led in at 15 knots towards Endau with the dark bulk of Pulau
Tioman (an off shore island) as a concealing background.

At 2.37 a.m. Vampire sighted a vessel, believed a destroyer, on the
starboard bow. Vampire was apparently not sighted, and accordingly
left this ship in the hope of finding a concentration farther in;

three minutes later she sighted what seemed to be a second destroyer
“right ahead and close". Moran altered to port, passed about 600
yards off, and fired two of his three torpedoes. Both missed.

Meanwhile Vampire and Thanet lost the two Japanese ships in the
darkness and continued in some seven or eight miles towards Endau
until 3.13 a.m. when, having failed to sight any concentration, Moran
altered course to S.E.by E. and increased to full speed.

At 3.18 Vampire sighted a destroyer on the port bow. Moran told
Thanet to fire her torpedoes. Vampire herself fired her one remaining
torpedo, and again missed.

There followed a brief, confused melee, with Vampire and Thanet
retiring S.E. by E. at full speed and both sides engaging with gun fire.

At about 4 a.m. Thanet was hit. "Great clouds of black smoke issued
from her," recorded Moran, who tried to cover her withdrawal with a
smoke screen. But the British shiF was disabled and stopped, and was
last seen by Vampire, her guns silent, with a pronounced list to
starboard and smoking heavily.

Moran believed he scored two shell hits on a destroyer; and that the
Japanese ships engaged and damaged each other in the confusion.

Thanet sank at about 4.20 a.m. on the 27th January 1942.

Vampire suffered no damage or casualties, made good her escape, and
reached the Singapore naval base at 10 o'clock that morning.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 12



261/27™ January — Vampire at Endau
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27" January - Land

New Guinea

A party of 59, including Captain Field reached Keravat where they heard that Keravat farm was occupied by
the Japanese. Field called them together. He told them that he himself had no intention of surrendering;
that those who wished to continue with him could do so. He gave them half an hour to make their decisions.
Six elected to go on, the remainder to return to Keravat and surrender. They would remain in their present
position until the afternoon, they said, to allow Field and his men to get clear. It was then 27th January.

Wilson learnt that the Induna Star was lying on a mudbank in Kaut Harbour but it was believed that she
could be made seaworthy. The men were now suffering from malaria and diarrhoea, and some of the
civilians were complaining that the soldiers’ presence was endangering them.

Malaya

Bennett at 12 .20 a.m. on the 27t issued orders to:
* Night 26th-27th January—hold present positions.
Night 27th-28th January—withdraw to line rail mile 440, road mile 44.
Night 29th-30th January—withdraw to line Sedenak road mile 32.
Night 30th-31st January—withdraw to line rail mile 450, road mile 25.
* Night 31st January-1st February—On to island.

West Coast

On the trunk road, the 27th Brigade's positions were strafed from low altitudes during the 27t and

concentrated shelling of the 2/26% Battalion's area broke out in mid-afternoon. Front and flank attacks on

the Australians followed, and they became heavily engtz)aged. The battalion had difficulty in breakin% off the

Zelggage.ment for the scheduled withdrawal after dark, but eventually got back by midnight to its milestone
position.

About 1,200 of Challen's men, guided by an officer of the Malayan police force, moved east of the road from
Senggarang and reached Benut next afternoon (27t).
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27" January - Malaya

* East Coast

* The 2/18th Battalion then planned a large-
scale ambush.

* When the convoy was sighted on the 26th, it
appeared that the 22nd Australian Brigade
could expect to be attacked on a large scale.
Arrangements were completed for the
2/18™s ambush, but with the stipulation, that
the troops employed in it must withdraw
through the 2/20th Battalion at Jemaluang
immediately the ambush had been sprung.

* It was planned to let about a battalion of
Japanese pass the two forward companies
and come up on a block established by
Johnstone's company. Guns of the 2/10 Field
Regiment, the battalion mortars and
machine-guns, would pound the trapped
enemy, and an artillery barrage would creep
forward, as Edgley's men moved in behind it.

Nithsdale Estate, 26th-27th January
2/18t% Battalion’s ambush positions



27" January - Land

* East Coast

* Patrols had exchanged shots with a Japanese patrol in the ambush area late in the afternoon of the 26th.

After dark increasing numbers of Japanese, finally estimated at battalion strength, were observed but allowed to pass into
the area as arranged, despite the ideal target presented by enemy troops marching along the road in column of route.

Indiscriminate enemy fire, and the noise of crackers, broke out soon after midnight, apparently intended to make the
Australians disclose their positions; but orders to hold fire were strictly observed.

Lieutenant Warden’s platoon of Johnstone’s company was attacked at 2 a.m on 27th., and retaliated with bayonets. Although
the encounter was expensive for the Japanese, it resulted also in the death of the platoon commander, and two others.

* An hour later, when theJoressure indicated that a large body of Japanese was engaged, the mortar and
artillery fire was ordered.

Varley, who for some while had been vainly trying to get through to the forward companies by telephone, succeeded at this
critical stage and ordered them to carry out the agreed plan.

Johnstone's company heard a stream of shells rushing over them into the defile, which became a shambles.
After about 20 minutes the barrage had moved far enough up the road to allow the forward companies to go into action.

Edgley’s company's leading section attacked Japanese who were repairing a bridge; thereupon the Japanese fled to positions
which had been hastily taken up by their force on high ground astride the road at the southern end of the defile. A two-
platoon attack failed to dislodge them, and a platoon sent to their left flank was repulsed.

In savage encounters, the Australians discovered that the position was strongly held, and came under an increasing volume

of mortar and machine-gun fire, accompanied by grenades. Because of this, and communication difficulties, the fight was
still raging when daylight came.

O'Brien's company was also engaged, though with smaller numbers of the enemy, with whom it dealt

successfully. It therefore moved towards the Japanese stronghold encountered by Edgley and itself
encountered severe resistance.

Varley then ordered Johnstone to assemble a counter-attack .



27" January - Land

* East Coast

* They were about to move off, and the move by O'Brien's company to assist Edgley’s was afoot, when a
message was received from Brigadier Taylor in consequence of detailed orders he had received from Heath.

|t was to the effect that as the brigade (less its 2/19th Battalion) was responsible for holding the whole of
the road back to Johore Bahru, no further troops must be committed to the action, and the companies
engaged must be withdrawn to Jemaluang.

* The order was reluctantly obeyed leaving Edgley's and O'Brien's companies to fight their way out.

* The battalion’s losses in the ambush action were six officers and 92 others killed or missing; but the
Japanese losses appeared to have been far heavier.

» Strategy

* In the evening (27%) he (Percival) sent a message to Wavell:

* “Avery critical situation has developed. The enemy has cut off and overrun the majority of the forces on the west coast. . ..
Unless we can stop him it will be difficult to get our own columns on other roads back in time, especially as they are both
being pressed. In any case it looks as if we should not be able to hold Johore for more than another three or four days. We
are going to be a bit thin on the island unless we can get the remaining troops back.”

* General Wavell, in Java, decided on 27th January that Timor was threatened. Its airfield was essential, since
short-range aircraft could not reach Java from Australia without refuelling after the flight over the Timor Sea.

* He reluctantly departed from the principle he had laid down that we could not afford to reinforce these small garrisons and
asked the Australian Government for permission to move a battalion from Darwin to Koepang, while

* the Americans agreed to send an artillery regiment from Darwin.
* Wavell also sent a battery of light AA artillery from Java.



27" January — Air, Malaya

488 squadron was re-equipped with 9 Hurricanes, but 2 of 2

these were destroyed and 6 damaged when two successive

raids were made on the airfield on the 27th. In these attacks
* No. 243 Squadron lost most of its Buffaloes,

* 2 Blenheim bombers were burned,

» 3 fuel tankers were set on fire, motor transport was

seriously damaged and

* the airfield made temporarily unserviceable bY many bomb
craters. The airfield's surface was simPIy marl la
marsh which made the problem of ef

craters particularly difficult.

* This was particularly serious as Kallang was the only airfield
on Slnﬁapore island which was out of range of artillery

located in Johore.

id on a salt
ectively filling these

On 27th January, the day that Wavell gave authority for the
army to withdraw to Singapore Island, No. 8 Squadron's
aircrews were flown to Sumatra in Dutch Lodestar transports.
No. 1 Squadron was to take over the 14 Hudsons that No. 8
had left at Sembawang, but only 5 of these were airworthy.
No. 1 Squadron now had 16 serviceable aircraft. With these

reconnaissance flights were continued.

No. 1 Aerodrome Construction Squadron RNZAF moved from
the mainland on 27th January—the last air force unit to

Ieavle.ngx'Ic day the mines %t Tebégticand Rifle Rg]nz%g ¥vere Hurricane IID showing Vokes tropical filter and RAF
exploded, leaving craters about 30 feet across by 10 feet :
deep. The squadron then went on working on new strips at desert camouflage in 1942,

Sungei Buloh and Yeo Chu Kang on Singapore Island.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien
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27th January - Air

* New Guinea

* On 27th January three enemy
flying-boats bombed Gasmata

* On 27th January Cohen piloted a
Catalina on a reconnaissance and
attack mission to Kavieng.

* As the flying-boat approached the
target three enemy fighters attacked.
The lesson from the loss of the two
Catalinas on the 21st could not be
ignored.

* Cohen promptly jettisoned his
bombs, turned steeply into a cloud
bank and’ evadin t e Japanese AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 009451
fighters, returned safely to Samarai.

* Burma

* Bangkok was raided again on the
night of the 27th

RAAF Consolidated Catalinas

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 20



DAILY APPRECIATION = PACIFIC NAVAL ACTIVITY e

WEDNESDAY 28/1

1. DISPOSITIONS ALLIED & ENEMY NAVAL FORCES.

A.B.D.A. Area.

. sh and Allied Forces - Convoy 82 (Ex "Aquitania") arrived
Singapore January 24th from Australia witbout incident.

B. Enemy Forces =«

(1) General movement from South China Sea to Southern Philippines
Northern N.E.I. waters.

(11) Total enemy strength Celebes Sea - Makassar Strait -
Halmahera area includes 2 aircraft carriers and approximately
10 Cruisers, including pogsibly 4-8".

(111) One aircraft carrier,opera- ting in Flores Sea consider
responsuble for raids on Timor 26/1

NORTH-WEST PACIFIC
Combined Fleet probably in Bonins.

ANZAC AREA
K. PBritish and Allied Forces - ..
(1) U.S. Cruiser "PHOENIX" with convoy three ships was due
to rendezvous with "ACHILLES" yesterday 27/1 south of
. Suva. "ACHILLES" to escort one ship to Suva. "PHOENIX"
to proceed Melbourne due February 1 with other 2 ships.
"ADELAIDE" will join escort en route Melbourne.
(11) Convoy MS1 with "HOBART" due Singapore 30/1.

B. Enemy Forces -
{I) Bismarck Archipelago - "KAGA"™ and "AKAGI" (27,000 tons)

are 2 carrlers operating in area. "ZUTKAKU" and "SHOKAKU"
(15,000 tons) also operating south of Truk.

(11) At least one military transport at Rabaul. Suggest
consolidation and possible future large scale operations.

(111) Two enemy submarines off Anir Island 26/1 (off Eastern tip
New Ireland).

MANDATED ISLANDS
NWaval concentration including additional transports in
Truk area.

l MID-PACIFIC and EAST PACIFIC
ﬁomz ¥nemy sutmarines operating off Hawailan Islands.

British and Allied Forces - "WARSPITE" was due to sall from
squima. on January after working up practice.

2. NAVAL INCIDENTS

1. MALAYA - EAST COAST - ENDAU
. ollowing force sighted: 2 "KAKO" class cruisers (8")
12 destroyers or gunboats
2 10,000 ton motor vessels
small craft

Twice attacked by our aircraft.
1st Attack - 2 hits on 1lst transport; 1 on 2nd transport;
1 on cruiser
2nd Attack - 8 hits on 1 transport, damage to barpes etc,
wreckage around transports. Two transports,
1 cruiser, 2 destroyers all stationary and
high out of water.

2. N.W. of ANAMBAS ISLANDS (Between Malaya and Borneo)
A.M. 26/1 - 1 "NATORLI" class (5.5") and 2 "NACHI" class (8")
cruisers and 2 destroyers being shadowed by our
aircraft.

3. MAKASSAR STRAIT
Dutch submarine K.18 reports successful attack on a crulser and
destroyer. Submarine damaged but proceeding to base.

8™ January

& ]

-2 =

;! RABAUL
WIEht atteck by 5 Catalinas 26/27.
In addition to two merchant ships reported burning furiously in
Rabaul Herbour it 1is also reported that one possible hit was
scored on & large ship(like a Carrier) approx 10 miles N.E. of
Tawul (N.W. tip Gazelle Peninsula).

3. ENEMY'S PROBABLE NEXT MOVE

(1)

(11)
(111)

Consolidation c¢f position in New Britain, New Ireland as
prelude to attack on Port Moresby, with view to control
Torres Strait.

Possible move from Truk to New Caledonla.

Consolidation of position in Kendari (S.E. Celebes) and
Halmahera (Ternate) as prelude to an attack on Amboina
and possibly Timor with view to cutting Australia - Java
alr route.

4. SUGGESTED COUNTER MOVES

Appendix attached "Detailed Dispositions Allied and Enemy Naval

Forces".

e war m e pPacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien
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28t January

* Sea
* On the 28th the enemy occupied Anir and Nissan Islands north of the Solomons.

* The convoyéMSl, carrying transport and equipment for Australian troops transported in
MS2) arrived off the entrance to Sunda Strait on 28t January. There Tenedos and
Stronghold joined the escort, and Kanimbla detached and returned to Fremantle.

* On 28th January, from a position south of Java, Indomitable flew off the last of the
Hurricanes and set course for Trincomalee.

 Land

* On the 28th, after destroying all equipment too heavy to carry, and leaving the wireless
set with the civilians with instructions not to destroy it until three days had passed,
Wilson moved his men to Kaut, and set them to work repairing the Induna Star.

* On the 28th, McCarthy, the Assistant District Officer at Talasea and a Coastwatcher,
received a message from Lieutenant Commander Feldt, at Moresby, ordering him to take
his wireless to Toma, in the vicinity of Rabaul, and send news of Colonel Scanlan's force,
of which nothing had been heard since the invasion.

* A further message ordered him to take possession of the Lakatoi (179 tons), believed then to be at
Kapepa Island, east of the Willaumez Peninsula, and use it to evacuate civilians.



6th — 28t January

Nyada

Kaibola

L.
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28t January - Malaya

At a conference early on 28th January between Percival, Heath and Bennett, it was agreed the
rr}ainlagd would be evacuated on the night of 30th-31st January—a day earlier than previously
planned.

In the railway sector another disaster was brewingb The railway bridge over a creek near the 439
mile position on the railway line was prematurely blown, with the 22" Indian brigade still north
of the bridge. Preventing rations and ammunition being sent forward by rail and disrupting the
railway telegraph line—the only means of communication between the two brigades.

In the early hours of the 28th the 22nd Bri%ade heard transport moving on the estate roads on its
righht flank, and at dawn Brigadier Painter found that enemy troops were between him and the
8th Brigade. He thereupon decided that immediate withdrawal was essential to regain contact.

Meanwhile the division commander General Barstow had iqne forward to investigate the
positilon caused by demolition of the bridge and had been killed in an encounter with a Japanese
patrol.

Moving back along the railway, the 22nd Brigade at midday on 28th January found Japanese
troops in possession of Layang Layang station and suffered about fifty casualties in an
unsuccessful attempt to eject them. Lacking fire support, means of evacuating his wounded other
than on hand-borne stretchers, and communication with the 8th Brigade, Painter decided to
move his brigade across country west of the railway, hoping to reach the 8th Brigade' s left flank.
A track shown on his only map of the area came to an end in dense jungle, throu%h which his men
hacked a way on a compass bearing until the moon went down and they were halted.



281 January - Malaya

On the trunk road the Japanese had begun 28th January with
probing patrol movements. The Gordons, in the foremost
position, were engaged in skirmishes, and fire was soon
concentrated on the 2/26th Battalion.

A series of fire attacks on the Gordons and on the flanks of
the 2/26t Battalion, with constant air support, lasted
throughout the morning.

The return fire was so effective that the attackers were held
in check, but other enemy troops meanwhile worked round
through the rubber to the right of the 2/30th Battalion.

Galleghan concluded that the Japanese were trying to get to
the jungle defile at the rear of the brigade 's positions, and
sent two platoons to the area to meet the threat. The
Platoons were heavily outnumbered, but auickly inflicted
orty to fifty casualties with steady fire and the Japanese
were repulsed.

The two platoons took up a position coverinE the approach to
the battalion's rear at a point where the rubber and the
jungle met. However, "D" Company’s headquarters and the

attalion headquarters came under fire, and it was evident
that the threat was increasingly serious.

Three more platoons, two armoured cars and a section of
mortars were moved to the area and three platoons, covered
by two others, were ordered to attack the high ground
occupied by the Japanese, and a strong outflanking attack
was to be made.
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281 January - Malaya

* The frontal attack was launched at 4.40 p.m.,,

under a storm of covering fire. The Australians got
in among the foremost Japanese with bayonets,
the armoured cars blasted machine-gun posts and
other targets, and under this fierce assault the
enemy fell back.

the Japanese now produced containers which
exploded into clouds of yellow fumes. At first it
seemed that they had resorted to the use of
poison %as. With no respirators the Australians
were robbed of their advantage by fits of coughing
and by their eyes watering so profusely that they
could scarcely see.

To cope with the effect which the fumes produced,
the forward troops in the vicinity were withdrawn,
and the intended outflanking attack was withheld.
it was soon discovered that the fumes were merely
an irritant and that those who had encountered
them soon recovered. However, the enemy had
gained further freedom of movement.

Orders were issued from 27th Brigade for
withdrawal at nightfall, Westforce in due course
ordered the 9th Indian Division to conform by
withdrawing during the night to Sedenak. This
order was passed on to the 8th Indian Brigade; but
communication with the 22nd Indian Brigade had
now failed.
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281 January - Malaya

* The 2/26th Battalion, last in the
order of withdrawal, had difficulty
in breaking contact, but the move
was successfully made. Lack of
troop-carrying transport at the
forward positions imposed a
twelve-mile march on top of the
day's fighting and all that had gone
before it.

* Boyes set aside standing orders and
used some of his "A" Echelon
vehicles to shuttle men over parts
of the route. Even a water cart
managed to make several trips with
up to twent¥ five men and many
weapons, filling the bottles of the
marching troops as it returned.
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281 January

e Air

e Rabaul was again attacked by
four Catalinas on the night of
28" January. The results were
not observed.

* The first American air transport
unit in Australia was activated on
28 January.

* None of its original complement

of fourteen officers and nineteen
enlisted men had been trained

for transport operations-they e e i

were just the men who happened
to be most readily available.

* Equally miscellaneous were the Douglas C53
aircraft assigned to the unit: two
old B-18’s and one C-39 which
had been flown down from the
Philippines and five new C-53’s
recently arrived from the United
States.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien
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29 January

e Government

* On 29th January Admiral Royle told
the War Cabinet that the Chiefs of
Staff in Washington had asked that
Perth should be allotted to the
ABDA Area as soon as possible.

* The Naval Board had intended to
retain Perth in the Anzac Area until
Canberra (allotted to that area)
had completed her refit;

* but in view of the Washington
request Royle now recommended
that she be sent to the ABDA Area
at once.

* This was approved by the War
Cabinet.

HMAS Perth arriving in Sydney for the
first time 315t March 1940

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien
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29t January

* Strategy

* On 29th January 1942, the Australian Chiefs of Staff prepared a further appreciation, at
the direction of the War Cabinet, on the defence of Australia.

* The land forces available for the defence of the mainland totalled five divisions, two
cavalry divisions and one armoured division but, except for units at Darwin and in the
islands adjacent to Australia, troops were not completely trained or equipped.

* With the present rate of production, most of the major items of field army equipment
could be completed by the middle of 1942.

* The army still had only 10 American light tanks but a total of 70 mixed infantry and light
tanks from British production had either been shipped or promised for early delivery.
Local production would not begin until May, and deliveries would then only be slow.

e Anti-aircraft guns and radio direction - finding apparatus were still far short of
requirements.

* The first-line strength of aircraft was 65 Hudsons, 14 Catalinas and 98 Wirraways,
including 36 Hudsons employed in the Indonesia-Darwin area but not including the
R.A.A.F. squadrons in Malaya.

* Owing to lack of modern aircraft, crews could not be trained to operational standards, although
the number of partly-trained crews was more than enough.



29t January

NEI

Australian airmen reported a Japanese convoy, estimated at five warships and seventeen transports, approaching Ambon on 29
January. On Dutch orders, the Australian engineers destroyed naval oil reserves and bomb dumps, hangars, and equipment at
Laha. They sought to make the surface of the airfield unserviceable.

Malaya

On tﬂe ]Enorlning of 29th January the 8th Brigade was instructed to withdraw during the night to rail mile 450, about two miles
north of Kulai.

The 27th Australian Bri%ade, was in more rubber and jungle country at milestone 31 on the 29th. After a sharp early clash had
brought Australian artillery fire on to the Japanese, a party of thirty of them dressed in European, Indian and native clothing was
allowed to reach a position between the two forward companies of the 2/26th, and there was wiped out. Others were found to be
massing behind a rise, and were attacked with grenades and bayonets. By mid-morning all four Australian companies were being
fiercely and persistently attacked.

The Japanese tried to set up mortars and machine-guns in full view of the Australians, and were mown down in most instances
before the weapons could be fired. Their casualties mounted raﬂldly, but so did their reinforcements, and in mid-afternoon, when
it w?]s estlrcrjwated that three Japanese battalions had been brought forward, one battalion with infantry guns was seen forming up
on the road.

The Australian artillery quickly took advantage of the new target and the battalion's mortars thickened the fire. A sharp counter-
attack with bayonets by the 2/26th Battalion's "D" comﬁany finally disposed of this threat. The battalion was bombed and shelled
in addition to the infantry attacks, and more fumes of the kind experienced the da?/ before were released in the area. The battalion
nevertheless stood its ground, and, as night set in, the Japanese gave up their costly and unusually protracted assault.

the splendid performance of the 29th and 30th Field Batteries had done much to offset the lack of air supFort or protection; and
Jche battalion’s casualties were only six killed and twenty-five wounded, as against the evident slaughter of a large number of
apanese.

Orders to withdraw to the 21mile post, forward of Kulai, were carried out on foot for the first six miles, but were completed before
midnight. Japanese shelling hampered the movement, but caused only two more casualties.

The 2/30th Battalion took up a covering position, and the Gordons were withdrawn to Singapore Island.

The main body of the 18th British Division reached Singapore by sea on 29t January, and, with its 53rd Brigade, was taken into
command reserve.



29 January - Air

» Singapore/Sumatra

* That evening (28™) No 1 squadron was ordered to transfer all its
aircraft to Palembang, taking off at first light next day.

* They left as ordered (on 29t).

* Astrong party of ground staff remained to try and restore to
serviceability the Hudsons that had to be left behind.

* On the same morning (29thLGroup Captain McCauley, who had
been posted to command the R.A.F. station P.2, left Sembawang
in a Hudson that was airworthy but not fit for combat.

e Ambon

e By the 29th an Empire flying-boat with Flight Lieutenant
Hampshire in command, had made two sorties to Laha. This
aircraft and what Hudsons were available for the task were the
only means of evacuating the R.A.A.F. from Ambon and Buru.

e Burma

* In the last week of January the Japanese carried out their second
r2n9aj|'(])r air offensive against Rangoon including raids on 28t and
th.

* There were day and night attacks, the day attacks by formations usually
of 16 bombers with fighter cover, and the night attacks by one or two

bombers. Group Captain McCauley RAAF
* The Tomahawks and Hurricanes, avoiding dog fighting and using

Sllflperior diving speed, claimed 50 Japanese aircraft sﬁot down in this
phase.
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29™ January - Air
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30t January

* Strategy

* Wavell conveyed the decision (to withdraw to Singapore on 30/31) to Australia in a cable dated 29th January which General
Sturdee read to the Advisory War Council next day (30%).

* He said the Japanese were making three main thrusts, in one of which warships with large convoys were proceeding by the Moluccas probably
against Ambon, but Koepang might be threatened.

* The Australians in Malaya had greatly distinFuished themselves, he continued. Percival should have the equivalent of approximately three
divisions to hold Singapore Island, about half of whom would be fresh.

* No more formations of land troops would be available for about three weeks, when the Australian Corps would be%{n to arrive. It had been
intended to use this Corps to relieve Indian troops in Malaya and carry out a counter-offensive, but in view of the changed situation the Corps
must be used in the first instance to secure vital areas in Sumatra and Java.

* Alllcan doin the immediate future (said Wavell) is to check enemy by such offensive action by sea and air as limited resources allow and to
secure most important objectives which | conceive to be Singapore, air bases in central and southern Sumatra, naval base at Surabaya,
aerodrome at Koepang.

* The Advisor¥ War Council discussed Wavell's omission of Ambon from the key points to be held. The Chiefs of Staff held that
withdbrlawal rom Ambon would be a very difficult operation and in any event it was important to deny it to the Japanese as long as
possible.

* Sea

* Endeavours were made to get as many oil cargoes out (from NEI) as possible, and on the 30th January convoy "MS.3, of seven
tankers for Palembang and four cargo ships for Batavia, sailed from Fremantle escorted by Canberra.

* Melbourne was told, by signal from the Australian detachment on Ambon at 2.30 p.m. on that day (30t January), that two
Japanese convoys of transports escorted by warships were approaching the island. As with RabauY, there was nothing that
Australia could do but wait on events, with the knowledge that the small Australian-Dutch garrison on the island could do little
more without outside help; and of that none was forthcoming.

* On the 30th the Singapore naval dockyard closed down, and the base area was handed over to the military authorities for defence.

* From the 30th January onwards 1%t Australian Corps set out in a series of convoys for the Far East.



30t January - Land

New Guinea

On the evening of the 30th the Induna Star was pumped free of water, her hull patched and the main engine
functioning satisfactorily. That morning Wilson had sent Lieutenant Sleeman to Sook with dispatches for
Moresby; in the afternoon Sleeman returned with the news that the wireless had been destroyed, but
bringinﬁ a message from Army Headquarters, Melbourne, ordering Wilson to remain and report, also to do
as much damage as possible to the enemy. After conferring with his medical officer, Captain Bristow, Wilson
decided that the condition of his men precluded any such role.

That night (30™) Wilson embarked his men, intending to sail down the coast in the darkness and lie up
during the day in the hope of reaching the east coast of New Britain.

Ambon

Shortly before dusk on the 30th, Australians on Mt Nona sighted ships off the coast of the Laitimor Peninsula
(Ambon?. During the night the Japanese landed at Hitulama and on the southern coast of the Laitimor
Peninsula. There were no defenders on the beaches In these locations.

The defence of Ambon was commanded by the Dutch. The Netherlands Indies forces on the island
numbered about 2,600 men and some Dutch coast artillery. The main Dutch forces occupied positions
around Paso, which was believed to be the most likely landing site.

The Australians were defending the south-western portion of the Laitimor Peninsula, south of the town of
Ambon, and also Laha airfield. the Australian positions on the Laitimor Peninsula, were designed to cover
the main approaches to the town of Ambon.

The Paso defences had been designed principally against attack from the north and the west. They were now
being attacked from the south. Japanese troops arrived within 100 yards of the Paso southern flank without
having been detected. The gap had been left owing to failure of the telephone line to staff headquarters.
Dutch forces were not equipped with radio, and their telephone system had been quickly affected by the
efficiency of the Japanese in cutting the lines.



30t January - Singapore

General Wavell flew to Singapore again on 30th
January, he ordered all but the equivalent of one
squadron of fighters to be withdrawn to Sumatra,
saying “Crete showed that it is impossible to
maintain a weak air force within close range of a
stronger enemy one.”

This last day before the defenders abandoned the
mainland (30t") produced curiously little
interference by the enemy.

* The final stages of the withdrawal from the east and
west coasts were completed.

*  Westforce completed its crossing of the Causeway
just before daylight.

* Bennett watched the last of the force coming in.

* The Australians and the Gordons manning the outer
bridgehead crossed next, and

* the Argyles, the inner bridgehead, followed.

The Argylls, only ninety strong when withdrawn
from the fighting, marched with the pipes playing "A
Hundred Pipers"” and "Hielan' Laddie". Brigadier
Stewart was the last to make the crossing.

The massive Causeway, 70 feet wide at the water
line and wider at its base, now had to be demolished
as fully as possible. Soon after 8 a.m. the charges
were fired. When the deluge of spray and debris had
fallen, water was seen racing through a seventy-foot

gap.

(Australian War Memorial)

After the rearguard of the defending British forces in Malaya withdrew to
Singapore Island the Causeway was blown. The 70-foot gap in the Causeway
can be seen below the Johore Administration building.
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30t January - Air

New Guinea

* On the 30th the Madang garrison signalled to
Port Moresby: "Have destroyed runway
Madang and prepared stores for firing."

* On the 30th, 5 Catalinas made the squadron's
fourth attack on Rabaul. A direct hit was
scored on one ship causing, as Higgins
reported, "a red glow which quickly increased
in intensity". The other crews reported that
they had been unable to see the results of
their bombing because they had been blinded
by the glare of the searchlights. The anti-
aircraft fire was heavier and more accurate
than on the earlier raids.

* Burma

e Apart from Rangoon, Moulmein had been the  Ausmuwsiwasuaona
chief Japanese target from the air. Between . .
3rd and 22nd of January it was attacked seven RAAF Consolidated Catalinas
times. The reason for these raids became
ap:Joarent when Japanese ground forces made
a direct attack on the town on the 30th.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien
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30t January — Air, Singapore

* Four fighter strips that had been constructed on the island to relieve the pressure on the main
airfields had been recognised for some time as a danger in themselves; they offered the Japanese
landing areas for airborne troops which then would be behind the island's frontal defences.

Because of this all these strips had been blown up by 30th January and
action had been taken to place obstruction on other open areas that might serve as landing grounds.

* On 30th January Wavell approved a plan that only 8 Hurricanes and the remaining 6 Buffaloes
should be maintained at Singapore. The Hurricanes flown off from H.M.S. Indomitable would be
based in Sumatra from where they would maintain the strength of the unit at Singapore and
reinforce it as opportunity permitted.

* All remaining Buffaloes, were to be concentrated in No. 453 Squadron.

* No. 21 was originally a Wirraway squadron so it had numerous air observers and newly-arrived
pilots trained on Wirraways only, who could not be employed on fighters.

There was no object, in No. 21 Squadron remaining without aircraft, and therefore it was to be shipped out at
once to Australia to rearm.

Administrative arrangements for this move were made and all No. 21 Sguadron's aircraft spares and
equipment were handed over to No. 453, which had been reconstituted as a separate unit.

Several experienced pilots from No. 21 were also transferred to supplement No. 453's depleted strength.

On 30th January the remainder of No. 21 embarked at Singapore in the steamer Takliwa, but in the meantime
their movement order had been changed; theY were instructed to move to Palembang to assist in the
gﬂaintenance of R.A.F. Blenheim bombers until relieved by members of the R.A.F., then on their way from

reat Britain.



30" January — Air, Timor

* On 30th January forty two enemy

figh

ters raided Penfui (Koepang),

destroying a Hudson that was taxiing to a
revetment and wounding the pilot.

Off the coast they intercepted and shot
down the Qantas Empire flying-boat
Corio which was on a flight to Surabaya to
evacuate women and children refugees.

The aircraft was coming in to land at
Koepang, and was attacked at 400 feet by
enemy fighters, and shot down three
miles from shore

The fl¥ing—boat plunged into the sea with

two of its engines on fire. Short S.23 Flying Boat (VH-ABF) Cooee, similar to
Fifteen of the passengers and crew were Corio, Qantas Empire Airways.

killed. The remaining five managed to ’

swim ashore.

Two RAN officers Lieutenants McCulloch Koepang and Dili were now eliminated
and Westbrook, were passengers, on the

way from Darwin to Batavia to take up as stopping points for the regular
appointments at Collins' headquarters. flvi : :
McC.uII(()jch was killed Westbrook Qantas flying-boat service to Singapore.
survived.
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30t January — Air, NEI

Namlea

On the 30th McFarlane at Namlea received a signal from Scott advising him that three aircraft were being
sent to remove the R.A.A.F. base staff except for a demolition and maintenance party. That night three
Hudsons arrived. One aircraft was damaged on landing when it hit the wreckage of a Hudson that had been
smashed by a bomb hit. Every available man worked with the aircraft riggers to repair the damaged aircraft
and to strip all three for their evacuation task.
* McFarlane called for volunteers to stay behind with him to carry out demolition work. Every man responded, so a selection
was made of 7 men with no dependents, who with the base commander and Flight Lieutenant Hand ur}/{: kept the base open

for last-minute reconnaissance operations and then carried out demolitions. The remainder then took off—15 in the
damaged aircraft, 22 and 23 in the other two. All reached Darwin safely.

* McFarlane and his small party then went to work on the final stage of the demolition plan. Having destroyed everything of
valuito the enemy they then "went bush" and began the arduous trek of 60 miles across wild hilly country to Tifu on the
south coast.

Ambon

On the evening of the 30th two Hudsons remained at Laha, detained by Wing Commander Scott so that he
would have "last minute" reconnaissance reports of the enemy invasion force, but the time had come for
the last act of evacuation, and the Hudsons were being refuelled for the flight to Darwin, when a stream of
Betrol was seen coming from the main fuel line of White' s aircraft; the line had been shattered bY(an enemy
IOul!jet anddthe fuel was running from the tank side of the main fuel cock, which meant that all tanks would

e drained.

* Twenty-eight officers and other ranks were waiting on the airfield to fly to Darwin. Scott ordered 17 of them on board the
serviceable Hudson.

* That left eight besides the pilot, co-pilot—Flying Officer Meyer—and himself.
* Haythorn took his aircraft off about midnight and Scott's party went to work on the damaged aircraft.

* The task was beé/ond them with the equiﬁment they had. Scott sent a radio message to Hampshire asking him whether he
could return and take his party out. But the flying-boat was half-way to Darwin, and lacked the fuel to cover the additional
distance. Earlier it had been arranged that if a R.A.A.F. party should be left behind they would endeavour to go by native
boat across Piru Bay from the north side of Ambon, to Geser Island off the south-east tip of Ceram.



315t January

* On 31st January the Australian
Government was informed (by the UK)
that, in response to their urgent requests,
it was proposed to provide additional
equipment, above anything previously
planned, including

» 125 Kittyhawks, diverted from the quantity
earmarked for the Middle East,

e 72 Bofors guns from the February production
of the United Kingdom, together with

* 12 howitzers,
e 48 25-pounders and
e 48 2-pounder anti-tank guns; and

* a total of 335 tanks from February and March
production.

* The United States had also been asked to
divert a further 125 Kittyhawks from the
reserves which they were shipping for their
own squadrons going into the A.B.D.A. Area.

RS

Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawks
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315t January - Government

 Comparison of new allocations with numbers on hand and production rates

Weapon New allocation On handin Monthly
fromthe UK| AustraliaendJan| productionratein
Australia end Jan

Fighters 125 0 0l
Tanks 335 10 of
Bofors Guns 72 16 1
Anti-tank guns 48 413 80]
Field Guns 60 484 60|

Regulations issued on 31st January 1942 established the Directorate of Manpower.

The administration of the List of Reserved Occupations would pass over to the new Directorate, which
also would

establish a register of "protected" establishments,

have power to control exemption from military service, and

be the sole channel for engagement of labour by all employers.
Strategy

Volunteers for the AIF reached 12,543 in January despite the rule introduced at the end of December that
members of the militia were debarred from volunteering.



315t January - Sea

e Australia

* At 9.45 p.m. on 31st January, Darwin read a wireless message from Laha, Ambon,
reporting that the Japanese had landed at Leahari and Hukurila—places about
three miles apart on the east coast of Ambon, and five miles from the town of
Ambon. The enemy had also reached Laha, on the west side of Ambon Bay,
opposite the town of Ambon, from overland.

* On 31st January Perth left Sydney for Fremantle, thence to escort convoy "MS.4"
to the ABDA Area.

* Australia(flag), with Leander, left Sydney on 31st January, for Wellington and the
formation of the Anzac Squadron. Vice Admiral Herbert Leary USN assumed
command of Anzac Force, reporting to Cominch, Admiral King, and assisted by a
flag officer of the R.A.N.

* Indian Ocean

* Four ships, Nord, Chak Sang, Jalatarang and Jalapalaka, were sunk in the Bay of
Bengal and south of the Malay barrier by submarines in January.

* Global

* Total losses of allied and neutral merchant ships in January amounted to 521,000
tons. 14 ships amounting to 95,000 tons were sunk by U boats off the American
east coast, where reallocation of the U boat fleet to the new war zone outpaced
the introduction of anti-submarine defences.

* New Guinea

* By daylight on the 31st Induna Star had reached Kalili Harbour without incident.
There Wilson learnt that fighting on New Britain had ceased, that the natives on
New Ireland were becoming increasingly hostile; and that the Namatanai . .
detachment of the Independent Company was believed to be in the Vice Admiral Herbert Lea ry USN
mountainous country south-east of Namatanai, with representatives of the
civilian administration equipped with a teleradio set "and therefore in a
reasonable position".

* Wilson then decided to attempt to reach Port Moresby. That night the journey
down the coast continued. The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 43



315t January - Air

* Onthe 31t the Japanese bombed Gizo.

* One of these (No. 1 squadron unserviceable Hudsons) was flown out on 31st January. Flight Lieutenant Marshall, who had been
flown from Palembang for the purpose, succeeded in flying out another, with a badly crushed fuselage and warped ailerons—the
only other aircraft to be retrieved.

* No. 1 Squadron, which had 16 airworthy planes, resumed operations on 31st January with an attack by five aircraft on Alor Star in
northern Malaya. Refuelling at Medan, they flew through violent storms, had the satisfaction of seeing their bombs find the target,
and returned safely next day.

*  Wing Commander Scott's last siﬁnal, sent on the 31st, read: All cgphers burned. Demolition completed. Known Japanese landing at
Leahari and Hukurila. Japanese have reached Laha from overland and engagement proceeding. Will call whenever possible."

. (I;/Ioulmein was lost to the Japanese on the 31st. The air warning system was thus broken and the threat to Rangoon became more
angerous.

* Between 23rd and 27th January three RAF squadrons—Nos. 27 (Night Fighter), and 34 and 62 (Bomber)—had also been
transferred to Sumatra, leaving behind them only small aircraft-handling parties. On the 28th No. 205 (Catalina) Squadron had
moved to Java, leaving one flying-boat detached for long distance convoy patrol work. By the end of January the whole bomber
force had withdrawn to Sumatra.

* Only 16 of the 52 Hudsons expected were able to reach Singapore before the enemy cut the air ferry route leading from India.
Thhese vr\qere divided between Nos. 62 and 8 Squadrons. The movement of the two Blenheim squadrons was also far from complete
when the route was cut.

* The two reconnaissance flying boat squadrons statistics for January were: No. 11 Sqn—115 sorties (37 in attack), 1,113 flying hours
(559 on attack missions); No. 20 Sgn—86 sorties (31 in attack), 890 flying hours (493 on attack missions).

* 3 B-17’s piloted by Maj. Hobson and Lts. Hughes and McPherson completed the first flight from Hawaii to Australia by the as yet
unfinished South Pacific route by 12 January.

* The total number of P40s reaching Australia from the United States had been raised by 25 January to 112, and 160 more arrived
within the next ten days.



315t January - Air

* The enemy was now taking every opportunity to
batter Singapore's defences and was
concentrating his bombing particularly on the
dock area where the congestion of men,
materials and ships was increasing daily.

* Some vessels had to be loaded at their moorings from
Iigh_tlers and those that docked did so at considerable
peril.

* Dock labour, dispersed by the raids, had to be
replaced by the troops themselves.

* Units became separated from each other and from
their equipment, ships under heavy attack put to sea
only partly laden, and much equipment, needed
urgently by the Bomber Group in Sumatra, could not
be loaded at all.

* Shipping losses on the route from Singapore south
increased alarmingly and many lives and quantities of
equipment, including 200 motor vehicles, were lost.

(o0 Lackle burning buildings and machinery after the bombing of the Naval Yards.

* In Singapore six hundred civilians were killed
during January, and 1,512 injured in air raids.

* Two and sometimes three raids were made daily
during the latter half of January by formations of
twenty-seven to fifty-four bombers escorted by
fighters, with the island's four airfields as their main
targets.

* Despite the way anti-aircraft guns spattered the sky
with metal, the planes maintained perfect formation,
and bombed from heights of more than 20,000 feet
with considerable accuracy.
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315t January - Ambon

* The Australians had received from Dutch
headquarters before 3 a.m. on the 31st a report
that the enemy had landed on the south coast of
the Laitimor Peninsula.

* Jinkins reported from Mount Nona at daylight that
ships were apparentIY anchored off the coast, and |
warships were patrolling the coast and across the . .
mouth of the Bay of Ambon. Thus the threat was y
from the east, whereas the southern dispositions
on the peninsula had been designed to meet one
from the bay.

* At noon (31%) the Dutch transferred their
headquarters from near Halong to Paso. While the
thrusts from the south were developing, an attack
from the east on the Paso defences by portion of
the force which had landed at Hitulama set in.

* Confusion caused by failure of communications, and by

surprisingly swift attack from unexpected quarters, had
a demoralising effect.

* Resistance at some points was slight or not sustained,
and such counter-attack as was attempted failed to
stave off encirclement of the Paso defences.

{
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* A perimeter defence by units which remained in
action was ordered, but towards the end of the
afternoon the commanders of the units found that
%O_?nénunication with the Paso headquarters had

ailed.



315t January - Ambon

At 6 p.m. a motor-cycle with sidecar was seen
on the road to the west of the Paso position
showing white flags and travelling towards
the Japanese. Firing on the Paso perimeter
was suspended on the orders of the Dutch
company commanders.

Lieutenant Russell, liaison officer at Dutch
headquarters, reached the Australians during
the morning of the 31st with a report that the
headquarters staff had left the town of
Ambon. He said they had left intact maps and
telephones, which he then destroyed.

Japanese troops were seen occupying the
hospital, less than half a mile north of the
Australian Kudamati position, about 4 p.m. on
the 31st. They were fired upon, but with poor
results as they were too far away.

The first land attack on the Australian Laha
position came late in the afternoon of 31st
January. The Japanese encountered a platoon
of Calotain Perry's company north-east of the
airfield, but though the Elatoon was heavily
outnumbered, the attack was repulsed.
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315t January

* At the end of January the Censor
reported:

* "Since the entry of Japan into the war
innumerable letters from Australia
contain criticism of British leaders
and their policy.

* "Examples quoted in the summaries
show complaints that Churchill is only
an orator or an old fogey, that
England has neglected Australia,

* that England has sent Australians
overseas to fight and is now telling
Australia to wait until Germany is
beaten,

 that there are plenty of troops idle in
England, that Britain was responsible
for all the bungling in Malaya,

* which was run by "incompetent social
fools" or wearers of the "old school
tie",

* that the British had not fought in the
war but had left it to the Australians
and the Indians.

Smoke from the naval base overshadows Singapore.
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RAPID ADVANCE,;
SIEGE
' FACES DEFENCE

onrier-Moil Special Servica and Awstralion Awsncieted Prees
THE Jopanese in Malaya are rapidly closing in on Singapore.
They are only 15 miles from Singapore Island.
The island fortress is preporing for a siege, and a curfew has
been imposed.
Tha Austrolion War Cabinet yesterdoy mada important decisions about

Arrows on this map shew directions of Jepan's three main drjves
the Jopuoeso huee
| and ure only 13 miles from the Strait of Julmn-.

toward Singapore.  In the contral sector
rearhed K

witich separntes the hland of Si

from ihe

Melaya. INDIAN OCEAN

Yesterdoy's Singapors communigue revecied thot the Japonese in
central Johore had advanced 30 miles in 48 hours to Kulai, 15 mlln from

Maluya.

the narrow Strait of Johore,

'GRIP ON
BORI{EO
TIGHTER

From GEOFFREY TEBRUTT,

The Courler-Mail's Special

Cormpoudrnl In the East
ndles

THI J-pnuu ere ftoking
Barneo piecemeol,
'l’hrv already  hold  British
ra; ks successive fandings mo
annkm und - Balik Papan on the
eapl coaxt and the threat to Pon-
Hanak on the west cOast, Suggest
| that the Japonese are trving to
! muke n_circult of the island.
The Japanese msy have desiznas
also on Bargarmasin, in the south=
west rarner of Barneo, and only
300 miles from Soornbeyn.
‘ Rewrabays is (he chiel Duteh and
Allied naval hase for the whele
the active 2ome of the Asdatlo war,

PACIFIC WAR
COUNCIL

BASIS APPROVED

MELBOUINE Friday.—Davelopments ot long
meetings of the War Advisory Council and

ﬂu War CaNnct to-day foreshadow the ea
it of basic arr ts for the

luhm.n! of o Pacific War Council ond for Austra-

lion participation in the discussions by the
War Cabinet in London,

A bosin for both arromgements embodied in cable!

messoges between the Commonweslth end Britih
monts was approved by the Wor Council to-day,
details hove still to be ogreed upon.

It was stated afficlplly to-|Wrging Australin' stalte and e bern considerable ngalinat ,..,,’df-ﬂamm dewails of which rannol

night that annoc ta can|npobalbility ynder Ihis
he expected s00n after the re- Ment

turn of Mr, Curtiy [rom Porin| 1odieationn tosnight
on Sunday, steh an wrrengement wil

The War Cabinet will moet (n!20S0picd
Melbourne on Sunday sfirrnoon o
rosble senlor Minjaters (o dincuss (hal the Tuaction
thr negotintions with Mr. Curtin. | the Pacific War

1t s now clearly emerging that Hne Impor
the negatiallony, so far an they

euncil
innl ress

fﬁ

i con. ‘l‘-l

Empirs chsracter will not vary jn Dominione —  Aus'ralia
&ny material wiy the present ma- ynxm New Zealand—und §

chl nery far the vxchunge of rie
A v IS e By megy

nitart Btatex &5

Today's dincesions -ln nunl
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arobably.
relate to collabaration of a purely Prescntatives of the thiee Pacifle
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fnted [of days A hamiet there
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Tnvasion food dAuinps were ywed

MELBOIURNE, Friday.
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ernment control of all essen- turred when
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erif advamc, reoching Panc 5T SUPAETE, VE3 Stk war News [RERN | Pl [ e g i [ e 5 vt e et i
b " = |45 the ins rx,  Two ef ar | ] mitacka, eending such big convoys throusls
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WITHDRAWAL FROM MALAYA WITHOUT LOSS

ueensland Men

And Scots Share
earguard Actions

IMPERlAL forces who had been defending the Malayan main-
land withdrew to the island of Singapore on Saturday mthout»
the loss of troops or equipment.

Queensland and New South Wales battalions and two High- l
land regiments took part in the rearguard action to cover the
withdrawal.

After the lost unit crossed the Johore causeway, which connects Singa-
pon with Johore Bahru, the causeway wos blown up with a roar that could

be heard in Singapore, nearly 20 miles away. [
Already Japanese troops aore gathering along

the northern shore of the narrow 30-mile long
Johore Strait to attack or besiege the island.

The British military authorities hove declored cvecue-
tion on the north and east coasts of the island; and some
of the fortress guns which pointed saaward have been turned
towords the mainlond.

The Domel 5000-ton transport and damaged
aceney clabms 1

#ltaeked A [ArRe  enemy | conyoy dwe_other, ahipe

coing to Rl\:':np*m- protocted by They sav that they atlarked

warehips and - figalers, between another  convey  near  Lingka

Sumetrn and Banka Island 18 . 100 miles south of Binga-
They elatm that (hey sank a pore, successfully,

Troops March Back

On Friday night nnd rnrl_\-:Ml"Tl;-" A\SIPJ goamlmlt (t'r dm
¢ Va Major-Genera ardot

on Naturday morning  thous | gennery ) expreseed WIRFAe AL Ll
sands  of  Britivh  troopsease with which lhe withdrawal
marched in columns acrass the| 190 190 masniind wax cutled
dohare causeway by the "ﬂIli ’I'hr officln! communique which
of the fnll moon—withont  dunoUnced !Ilu- -nrml:u;-'ul SR
“in sccordunce  wills @ pres

intorference trom the eaemy.!yreaneed pian owe forees, which
Rame oo avis ferried serass Bad bern  opersting i Sowmh
Srall b Britlslr Warships. Johowe, were withdrawn ‘o Sloga-
an the cimax of a briltant | bore Island. The rnemy made Jitily

INDIAN OCEAN

dlarngagnmens Wi withdrawal effort to interfere with the apera-
which autwitted the Japanese L 3

Winie the battir-weary troops The GO,
tvamped  southwards  lor  hours M
Alobg 1ae causeway, [wo-Lhirds of 1l wnld
- mﬂ! long n ewnrm of Jnpanese| “The dactle for Malova has come
Oro over to seeg  out an_ond and the  battie
targelx i Blogapore Cly taried. ¥or ne

The map shows: 1,—Sq

commanding  in
rral 8ir Henry

m...ﬂ m--l Pacific, 6.—Wanjerm

talntand wn

poris bombed and machine
o wiek-end,
pn have withdeawn (rom Malusn,
l'rmlngul anel lmllnm-t which the Japanese clabm to have
Sonrabaya, Il-r .\Iln—- seeond Naval hase In the
in, which Japanese planes
have puided,

|| Foodless Day
‘ For Mr. Curtin

EILBOURNE, Sunday. —
The Prime Minister (Mr,

'BOMBS ON 3
TOWNS IN o o Bk
NEW GUINEA | &es =

case of frolt with hl;u .u;\?xrl;‘r

{ t amon .

APANESE air attacks on the New Guinea main- | distcibuied §f ook o i

land hove flored up, after the lull in which the dren on the min,
H H 2 3 e irain Na 1) it

linvaders were apparently consolidating their holdl by bad weather belare 1t
Thmi 3 P (a0l

on the Rabaul area of New Britain, P A R Ll R A

Snlumnun, on the north-east coast—400 | train would be Jate, no sups

H : pliex. of food were mrranged

miles from Rabaul—Bulolo and Wau, inland from || 5. Gosre by tae reilway auth-

Salamaua, have been bombed Grities. i o actlon wWay saken
' f

Lo apen rrtwwk:m:m rr‘mn'\.s R

tRLio) 1 owhich the train

All three towns were raided M'l;':;.':: lavt-uinht' "‘“"ﬁ: ":."l'| Py w:!‘fﬁmr'.\ 11 hours' late.

3 Ir re-

on Suturday, and Wan again! -\hckld ihe  aerodreme sl Koe- mm‘ff:f‘m”.wr:d ,‘:‘;: o
yesterdny morning. n Timor Inland rnunhy

AL Wau one person was killed T’M?n"u..n‘sum ‘“‘h .' \M In‘?;mlﬂ‘:lr ht‘n?(ﬂ);ut:rl:n?\ ‘:x
and one was injured yosterday, bul (o

W owmil RAAF, officers are shown in conferenen on
Mulayuw alefickd lwfore the withidrawal—Dept. of Informal
photo,

British Leave
Moulmein

RITISH forces in Burma have now withdrawn |
from Moulmein to the west of the River Sal-
ween after inflicting heavy los on advancing
Jopanese columns.
All stores and equipment were removed.

This wag announced by 8 ———

rived a1 Spencer Street S(.-m-ml.
itle damage was done o pro- rilo ware ng canunlties and no | Mebourne.  cthe Tefreshmen
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MELBOURNY, Sunday.—
| Meeting again for more than
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War Cabinet made a series of

AMBOINA ATTAC
NEARS ‘DROME i iccnions on e o

APANESE forces which landed on the island of Amboina | ("*"8INE Position created by
; + the dapaness progress In
(Dutch Eost Indies) on Saturday have now reached the [Malayn and the East Indies.
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comblned Army and Air Force
communigue iskned in Ran- HlTCH HlKlNG
goon vesterday, WlTH QUEEN

| Manimein s’ on  the eantern : T
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15t February

* Air

» Japanese ships at Rabaul were attacked by four Catalinas on the night of 1st February.
* Sea

* Singapore

* The convoy MS1, carrying transport and equipment for Australian troops transported in MS2
arrived safely at Singapore on the 1st February.

e Pacific

* The Enterprise and Yorktown taskforces, on 1st February, carried out air attacks and
bombardments against the Marshalls, and Gilbert Islands.

* The Enterprise task force attacked
* Kwajalein, with 37 SBD dive bombers and 9 TBD torpedo bombers armed with bombs for horizontal attack,
* Wotje with bombardment by two cruisers and strafing by 6 Wildcat fighters, and
e Taroa on Maloelap by bombardment by the cruiser Chester and strafing by 6 fighters.
* Aircraft were launched pre dawn, from a position 40 miles north of Wotje, for simultaneous sunrise attacks.

* Yorktown attacked Jaluit, Mili and Makin with unescorted bombers, retaining all her eighteen
fighters to defend the carrier.



15t February

* Kwajalein

* The dive bombers could not find the
airfield initially because of fog. By the
tilme thy did find it the defences were
alerted.

 The bombers were attacked by 10 Claude
fighters and 4 were shot down.

* The bombers roughed up the airfield and
claimed two fighters shot down.

e The second squadron of dive bombers was o . ,
diverted to attack ships after an incorrect Mitsubishi ASM, allied reporting name Claude
report that there were two aircraft carriers
in the Lagoon.

* The torﬁedo bombers attacked a rich crop
of warships and auxillaries and a second
strike of another 9 TBDs was also
dispatched from Enterprise.

* The bombers damaged a cruiser, a
submarine and seven other ships.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 52



st
15t February
* Wotje
The attack on Wotje went to plan. No aircraft were seen in the air or on the ground.
Taroa

The Wildcats attacking Taroa also had trouble finding the target and two bombed the wrong island before
realising the mistake.

This alerted the defences before the airfield was attacked, it was surprisingly extensive and well equipped,
with numerous aircraft including twin engine bombers.

The wildcats attacked with their remaining bombs, then dived to machine gun the parked bombers.
* Results were modest because no incendiary ammunition was available, only one bomber caught fire.

\EAi/glf(wjt Claude fighters took off. They were initially distracted by the bombarding cruiser but then engaged the
ildcats.

Lieut Rawie shot down one Claude and collided with another, though his Wildcat got him back to the ship.

All the Wildcats had trouble with guns jamming, which limited the effectiveness against the enemies in the
air and on the ground.

The Chester shelled Taroa for twenty five minutes, then withdrew in the face of attacks by eight bombers
and a number of fighters. In the absence of fighter protection Chester was hit by one small bomb, which
caused superficial damage.

Halsey sent in two follow up strikes, each by nine unescorted dive bombers. One SBD failed to return.



15t February

* Weather proved more hazardous to the
Yorktown aviators than the enemy.

e The Jaluit attack group of 17 SBDs and 11
TBDs encountered no air opposition but
lost 2 SBDs and 4 TBDs, presumably mostly
from weather. They could only claim

damage to a few auxiliary vessels in the
harbour.

e At Makin 9 SPDs found two fI\Qng boats in
the lagoon and burned them both and
bombed a supporting auxiliary vessel
without loss.

* Nothing was found at Mili

* The operation claimed two ships sunk and
half a dozen damaged and twenty aircraft
destroyed on the ground or shot down at
the cost of ten aircraft lost and one bomb
hit on the cruiser Chester. USS Yorktown
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Enterprise Taskforce

Just before 13.30 five Japanese Nell bombers found the
taskfirce, as it withdrew, and launched a glide bombing
attack.

Fighter interception was complicated by the lack of IFF sets in
the US aircraft and the speed generated by the bombers’
glide bombing approach.

IC\I)nllly two defending fighters scored any hits, damaging one
ell.

All five Nells bombed simultaneously.

Radical manoeuvring of the ship caused most of the bombs
to miss to starboard but one bomb exploded only 30 yards to
port. Fragments ignited a small blaze on the Enterprise.

As the bombers headed away at low altitude one dropped
out of formation and swung back towards Enterprise.

* The Nell was on fire. In a flaming mockery of a landing
approach, it overhauled the carrier.

* At the last moment the carrier heeled sharply to starboard and
the Nell didn’t match the turn.

* Its right wingtip scraped the port edge of the flight deck,
?pposi‘ée the island, and tore of the tail of an SPD parked
orward.

* The wing ripped off at the fuselage and clattered onto the deck,
spraying the area with gasoline.

* The rest of the shattered Nell slid into the sea.

Two Mitsubishi G3M2 bombers, allied reporting name Nell

At 15.57 two more Nells attacked the Enterprise. Once again the
fighters were unable to prevent them reaching the ship. The
bombers scored near misses. As they withdrew the Wildcats shot
one down but could only claim the other as a probable.

After the threat to the Enterprise and the losses of unescorted
bombers the US Navy carrier air groups joined the long list of
forces calling for more fighters.
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15t February

Kavieng force

All that day (lstLthe Induna Star lay
hidden in a harbour near Gilingil
Plantation.

The night was overcast and Wilson
decided to run straight for Woodlark
Island with a favourable wind and a
heavy following sea.

Singapore

A group from 15t Brigade moved
west of the road and reached the
coast west of Rengit from where they
were evacuated by sea, using two
gunboats (Dragonfly and Scorpion)
and a number of small craft from
Singapore, during successive nights,
finishing on 1st February.
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15t February - Singapore

* The defences of Singapore were
organised in three areas:

Northern Area: From Changi to the
Pipeline—Ill Indian Corps, comprising
11th Indian and 18th British Divisions.
Commander, General Heath.

Western Area: From the Pipeline to
the Sungei Jurong—8th Australian
Division and 44th Indian Brigade.
Commander, General Bennett.

Southern Area: From the Sungei
Jurong to Changi—Fixed Defences, 1st
and 2nd Malaya Infantry Brigades,
Straits Settlement Volunteer Force and
Fortress Troops. Commander, General
Simmons.

* Artillery allottments were:

Northern Area: five field artillery
regiments, two anti-tank regiments,
and one mountain regiment in
addition to its three fixed batteries.

Western Area: three field artillery
regiments and three anti-tank
batteries, additional to one fixed
battery.

Southern Area: one field regiment.
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15t February - Singapore

* Extensive reinforcement and reorganisation was undertaken to repair as far as possible the effects of the
losses suffered on the mainland.

* The two Australian battalions which had fought at Muar had been so depleted that the 2/29th took in 500
reinforcements, and 370 went into the 2/19th.

* The 2/18th received ninety men to replace its losses on the east coast.

* Only one of the 2/29th Battalion's company commanders had survived the Muar action, and nineteen new
officers, mostly from reinforcements, had been appointed to the battalion.

* The great majority of the reinforcements had arrived from Australia on the 24th of January . ... Some had
sailed within a fortnight of enlistment. A large proportion had not qualified at a small arms course, nor been
taught bayonet fighting. There were some who had never handled a rifle.

* The Indian Divisions that had fought on the mainland were in a similar or worse condition.

* The loss of the 22nd Indian Brigade shortly before the withdrawal across the Causeway had left the 9th
:ngian Bivision with only one undermanned brigade (the 8th), which was now incorporated into the 11th
ndian Division.

* The Sungei Kraniji, 1,200 yards wide where it reached Johore Strait west of the Causeway, offered a natural
boundary in the northern part of the Western Area.

* The 27th Brigade was placed east of it, in what became known as the Causeway sector, and
* the 22nd Brigade west of it, on a front extending to the Sungei Berih, about half way down the west coast.

* This gave the 22nd a frontage to the Strait of about 16,000 yards, compared with the 27t™’s 4,000 yards,
despite the fact that the 22" Brigade's frontage was closer to the mainland. However, the 2/29thBattaIion,
to be retained in the Causeway sector, was to be regarded as a divisional reserve.
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The troops set to work wiring, digging, and otherwise preparing to give battle as best they could in the absence of previously prepared
defences. In many instances the swampy nature of the ground made it impossible to dig trenches, and breastworks had to be thrown up.
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